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How does Steinbeck present the theme of brotherhood within Of Mice and Men? 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Extract A - Chapter 1

Lennie spoke craftily, “Tell me—like you done before.”
“Tell you what?”
“About the rabbits.”
George snapped, “You ain’t gonna put nothing over on me.”
Lennie pleaded, “Come on, George. Tell me. Please, George. Like you done before.”
“You get a kick outa that, don’t you? Awright, I’ll tell you, and then we’ll eat our supper . . . .”
George’s voice became deeper. He repeated his words rhythmically as though he had said them many 
times before. “Guys like us, that work on ranches, are the loneliest guys in the world. They got no famly. 
They don’t belong no place. They come to a ranch an’ work up a stake and then they go into own and 
blow their stake, and the first thing you know they’re poundin’ their tail on some other ranch. They ain’t 
got nothing to look ahead to.”
Lennie was delighted. “That’s it—that’s it. Now tell how it is with us.”
George went on. “With us it ain’t like that. We got a future. We got somebody to talk to that gives a damn 
about us. We don’t have to sit-in no bar room blowin’ in our jack jus’ because we got no place else to go. 
If them other guys gets in jail they can rot for all anybody gives a damn. But not us.” 
Lennie broke in. “But not us! An’ why? Because . . . . because I got you to look after me, and you got me 
to look after you, and that’s why.” He laughed delightedly. “Go on now, George!”
“You got it by heart. You can do it yourself.”
“No, you. I forget some a’ the things. Tell about how it’s gonna be.”
“O.K. Someday—we’re gonna get the jack together and we’re gonna have a little house and a couple of 
acres an’ a cow and some pigs and—”
“An’ live off the fatta the lan’,” Lennie shouted. “An’ have rabbits. Go on, George! Tell about what we’re 
gonna have in the garden and about the rabbits in the cages and about the rain in the winter and the 
stove, and how thick the cream is on the milk like you can hardly cut it. Tell about that, George.”
“Why’n’t you do it yourself? You know all of it.”
“No . . . . you tell it. It ain’t the same if I tell it. Go on . . . . George. How I get to tend the rabbits.”
“Well,” said George, “we’ll have a big vegetable patch and a rabbit hutch and chickens. And when it rains 
in the winter, we’ll just say the hell with goin’ to work, and we’ll build up a fire in the stove and set around 
it an’ listen to the rain comin’ down on the roof—Nuts!” He took out his pocket knife. “I ain’t got time for no 
more.” He drove his knife through the top of one of the bean cans, sawed out the top and passed the can 
to Lennie. Then he opened a second can. From his side pocket he brought out two spoons and passed 
one of them to Lennie.

Fraternity

1) On your own, use post-it notes to write down as many ways in which the 
theme of ‘fraternity’ appears within Of Mice and Men. 

2) As a pair, share your ideas and sort your post it notes into logical 
categories. 

3) Create a spider diagram that captures the development of your ideas. 

Relationship of George and Lennie

1) Read through Extract A. Underline phrases that show a shift in George’s 
attitude towards Lennie. 

2) Find a quotation that shows that Lennie cares for George. Analyse the 
way Steinbeck uses language to show this. 

3) How would you describe the relationship between Lennie and George? 
Use quotations to support your answer.

Fraternity and the American Dream

1) At the start of the extract, why might George be reluctant to tell Lennie 
the story about their dream farm? 

2) Find a quotation that tells you George begins to enjoy telling the story to 
Lennie. How has Steinbeck used language to communicate this? What 
does it tell us about George? 

3) What does the moment when George stabs the can tell us about 
brotherhood and the American Dream?



Oppression and Predators 
How does Steinbeck present the theme of oppression within Of Mice and Men?
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Extract B - Chapter 4

Crooks laughed again. “A guy can talk to you an’ be sure you won’t go blabbin’. Couple of weeks an’ them pups’ll be 
all right. George knows what he’s about. Jus’ talks, an’ you don’t understand nothing.” He leaned forward excitedly. 
“This is just a nigger talkin’, an’ a busted-back nigger. So it don’t mean nothing, see? You couldn’t remember it 
anyways. I seen it over an’ over—a guy talkin' to another guy and it don’t make no difference if he don’t hear or 
understand. The thing is, they’re talkin’, or they’re settin’ still not talkin’. It don’t make no difference, no difference.” His 
excitement had increased until he pounded his knee with this hand. “George can tell you screwy things, and it don’t 
matter. It’s just the talking. It’s just bein’ with another guy. That’s all.” He paused.
His voice grew soft and persuasive. “S’pose George don’t come back no more. S’pose he took a powder and just ain’t 
coming back. What’ll you do then?”
Lennie’s attention came gradually to what had been said. “What?” he demanded.
“I said s’pose George went into town tonight and you never heard of him no more.” Crooks pressed forward some kind 
of private victory. “Just s’pose that,” he repeated.
“He won’t do it,” Lennie cried. “George wouldn’t do nothing like that. I been with George a long a time. He’ll come back 
tonight—” But the doubt was too much for him. “Don’t you think he will?”
Crooks’ face lighted with pleasure in his torture. “Nobody can’t tell what a guy’ll do,” he observed calmly. “Le’s say he 
wants to come back and can’t. S’pose he gets killed or hurt so he can’t come back.”
Lennie struggled to understand. “George won’t do nothing like that,” he repeated. “George is careful. He won’t get 
hurt. He ain’t never been hurt, ‘cause he’s careful.”
“Well, s’pose, jus’ s’pose he don’t come back. What’ll you do then?”
Lennie’s face wrinkled with apprehension. “I don’ know. Say, what you doin’ anyways?” he cried. “This ain’t true. 
George ain’t got hurt.”
Crooks bored in on him. “Want me ta tell ya what’ll happen? They’ll take ya to the booby hatch. They’ll tie ya up with a 
collar, like a dog.”
Suddenly Lennie’s eyes centered and grew quiet, and mad. He stood up and walked dangerously toward Crooks. 
“Who hurt George?” he demanded.
Crooks saw the danger as it approached him. He edged back on his bunk to get out of the way. “I was just supposin’,” 
he said. “George ain’t hurt. He’s all right. He’ll be back all right.”
Lennie stood over him. “What you supposin’ for? Ain’t nobody goin’ to suppose no hurt to George.”
Crooks removed his glasses and wiped his eyes with his fingers. “Jus’ set down,” he said. “George ain’t hurt.”
Lennie growled back to his seat on the nail keg. “Ain’t nobody goin’ to talk no hurt to George,” he grumbled. Crooks 
said gently, “Maybe you can see now. You got George. You know he’s goin’ to come back. S’pose you didn’t have 
nobody. S’pose you couldn’t go into the bunk house and play rummy ‘cause you was black. How’d you like that? 
S’pose you had to sit out here an’ read books. Sure you could play horseshoes till it got dark, but then you got to read 
books. Books ain’t no good. A guy needs somebody—to be near him.” He whined, “A guy goes nuts if he ain’t got 
nobody. Don’t make no difference who the guy is, long’s he’s with you. I tell ya,” he cried, “I tell ya a guy gets too 
lonely an’ he gets sick.”
“George gonna come back,” Lennie reassured himself in a frightened voice. “Maybe George come back already. 
Maybe I better go see.”

Oppression

1) On your own, use post-it notes to write down as many ways in which the 
theme of oppression appears within Of Mice and Men. 

2) As a pair, share your ideas and sort your post it notes into logical 
categories. 

3) Create a spider diagram that captures the development of your ideas. 

Power Games

1) Read through Extract B. Underline phrases that indicate a shift in who 
holds the power. 

2) Why does Crooks share his weakness with Lennie? How does Steinbeck 
present this to the reader? 

3) Find a quotation that suggests Crooks is manipulating Lennie. Explain 
how Steinbeck uses language to communicate this to the reader. 

4) Why does Crooks tease Lennie about his dependency on George? Use 
quotations to support your answer. 

5) Explain how Steinbeck uses language to communicate ideas about 
oppression in Extract B.


