
Writing to Compare 
Compare the ways poets show how conflict and war can affect feelings about a place 

in ‘At the border, 1979’ and one other poem from Conflict. 

Tasks 
1) Read through the model answer and highlight the point, evidence and analysis components within it
2) Explain the way the question has been interpreted within the answer. What is the unique perspective being explored?
3) Explain the function of the introduction within this answer.
4) Explain how the context has been used to extend the analysis.
5) Write the second paragraph to this response, using the same structure, to explain how home is presented in ‘Belfast Confetti’.
6) Plan your own response to the question using the table method (structure, language, form)
7) Write your full response, including a conclusion.

Model Answer 

Both Hardi and Carson present how conflict can affect feelings about a place. In both ‘At the border, 1979’ and ‘Belfast Confetti’, the poet presents the idea 
that war can affect an individual’s feeling towards their home. This is communicated through a range of features in both poems with varying effect.


Firstly, Hardi presents home as a sanctuary after experiencing conflict. She does this through her repetitive language structures, which are particularly 
apparent in the fourth stanza. Hardi presents the mother figure as feeling that at home ‘the roads are much cleaner / the landscape is more beautiful / and 
the people are much kinder’. The repetition of adverbs here hyperbolises the mother’s view of home as a place that is better than wherever it is they have 
come from. A clear comparison is made between the far more pleasant qualities of home and the less desirable alternative that war had forced them to take. 
The presentation of the return to home as a joyous occasion arises from her own experiences of returning to Iraq from Kurdistan, where thousands of Iraqi 
refugees fled from the civil war. Therefore it is unsurprising that Hardi presents home as far more welcoming than wherever the narrator is coming from, as 
she seeks to communicate how she never willingly chose to leave her home in the first place. Home is presented as a relative sanitary after a long and bitter 
war. This is in stark contrast to the presentation of home in ‘Belfast Confetti’. 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Planning - The Table Method 

At the border, 1979 Belfast Confetti

Introduction: 

How does each poem engage with the theme 
in the question?

Home is presented as a welcoming 
environment as a result of war.

Language:

Compare the way language is used in each 
poem.

Repetitive adverbs emphasise the delight 
of returning home.

Structure:

Compare the structure of each poem.

Form:

Compare the form of each poem.

Conclusion:

Final statements about how the poem 
explores the theme and the overall meaning it 

holds.
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