
Caliban’s End
Act 5, Scene 1



Views of Caliban – look at the images below. What 
impressions do they give the audience of this character?  
Caliban might represent people’s views of the natives of 
newly discovered lands during the 1600s.  Think about 
how Prospero treats Caliban.  

Why do you think the character is called Caliban? (clue – 
anagram!)



Lesson Focus
How does the ending of the play affect our 
understanding of Caliban?

Final Task:
A PEA paragraph analysing the final moments 
of the play.



Read and Annotate
Read through the extract and annotate it:

● Language features.
● Interesting information about Caliban.
● Interesting word choices.



Some things to think about:
1) Look at Alonso’s opening line. 

a) Describe his reaction to Caliban’s appearance.
b) Why might this be significant at this moment in the play?
c) Is Alonso a trustworthy character? How does this affect our understanding of  Caliban?

2) Look at the quotation: ‘He is as disproportion'd in his manners/ As in his shape’.
a) What comparison does Prospero draw between Caliban’s physical appearance and his conduct?
b) What might an audience connote with the word ‘disproportion’d’? How does this affect our understanding 

of Caliban?
c) The characters speak about Caliban derogatively in front of him. What does this tell us about their 

attitude to difference?

3) Look at the quotation: ‘What a thrice-double ass/ Was I, to take this drunkard for a god/ And worship this 
dull fool!’

a) These are Caliban’s final lines of the play. Explain the lasting impression they leave the audience with of 
his character.



Starter: Create your own freak show poster for Caliban

Can you include a good pun?



Extended Writing Task
Write at least one PEE paragraph answering 
the following question:

How does the ending of the play affect our 
understanding of Caliban?



Model Answer
How does the ending of the play have a lasting effect on our understanding of Caliban?

Shakespeare presents Caliban as self-deprecating at the end of the play, giving Caliban derogatory 
language to describe himself. For example, Caliban describes himself as a ‘thrice-double ass’ for 
having worshipped Stephano as a god. The hyperbole used by Caliban emphasizes the extent of 
shame felt at having questioned his master and worshipped a ‘drunken fool!’. This exclamatory phrase 
also heightens the desperation of Caliban to gain forgiveness for his plot from Prospero. By presenting 
Caliban in this way, Shakespeare demonstrates the greater level of oppression Caliban is now under. 
Not only is Caliban owned by Prospero, as he has been for the duration of the play, the events that 
have occurred throughout have now made him grateful to his owner for his ownership. In Elizabethan 
England, where the Old World continued to plunder human and non-human resources from the ‘New 
World’, the view of a self-deprecating slave punishing himself for his stupidity may make meaningful 
connections for the audience. Therefore, the lasting impression we have of Caliban is of a defeated, 
compliant slave.
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Peer Assess
1. Does your partner have a clear point?

2. Does your partner use quotations?

3. Does your partner name a literary device?

4. Does your partner analyse the quotation in relation to the point they are making?

5. Does the paragraph link back to the question?

6. Does your partner discuss the context within which the play was written?



Re-Draft and Extend
How does the ending of the play affect our 

understanding of Caliban?
Idea 1

Shakespeare presents Caliban 
as self-deprecating at the end 
of the play, giving Caliban 
derogatory language to 
describe himself. 

Idea 2

Shakespeare returns to 
referencing Caliban’s physical 
differences at the end of the 
play despite having developed 
a more complex character 
throughout.

Idea 3

Prospero reinforces his 
dominance over Caliban at the 
end of the play through his act 
of forgiveness.


