
Comparing 
Caliban’s Imagery

The Tempest 



Silent Starter
Write down as many 
descriptive phrases 
that use imagery as 
you can.

Try to capture the 
natural force of the 
tempest in the 
opening scene.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fnf-GBHn-18


Lesson Focus
What effect does Shakespeare’s imagery have 
on our understanding of Caliban?

By the end of the lesson, you will have:

Written an extended piece analysing and comparing the imagery 
Shakespeare uses to present the character of Caliban.



Take note of the mise-en-scene

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZXRX6va-sLk


What images do we associate with 
Caliban?

1. Exposed flesh
2. Dirty skin
3. Barren landscape
4.
5.
6.

Examples:

Push Yourself

Think about the natural imagery that 
surrounds Caliban, but also think 
more symbolically. 

What images capture his 
characteristics?



What does this imagery symbolise?



Act 3, Scene 2 (A)

CALIBAN 

Why, as I told thee, 'tis a custom with him,

I' th' afternoon to sleep: there thou mayst brain him,

Having first seized his books, or with a log

Batter his skull, or paunch him with a stake,

Or cut his wezand with thy knife. Remember

First to possess his books; for without them

He's but a sot, as I am, nor hath not

One spirit to command: they all do hate him

As rootedly as I. Burn but his books.

He has brave utensils,--for so he calls them--

Which when he has a house, he'll deck withal

And that most deeply to consider is

The beauty of his daughter; he himself

Calls her a nonpareil: I never saw a woman,

Another part of the island.

But only Sycorax my dam and she;

But she as far surpasseth Sycorax

As great'st does least.



Act 3, Scene 2 (B)
CALIBAN 

Why, as I told thee, 'tis a custom with him,

I' th' afternoon to sleep: there thou mayst brain him,

Having first seized his books, or with a log

Batter his skull, or paunch him with a stake,

Or cut his wezand with thy knife. Remember

First to possess his books; for without them

He's but a sot, as I am, nor hath not

One spirit to command: they all do hate him

As rootedly as I. Burn but his books.

He has brave utensils,--for so he calls them--

Which when he has a house, he'll deck withal

And that most deeply to consider is

The beauty of his daughter; he himself

Calls her a nonpareil: I never saw a woman,

Another part of the island.

But only Sycorax my dam and she;

But she as far surpasseth Sycorax

As great'st does least.

1) Copy out three pieces of imagery from the extract.
2) For each one, paraphrase what the language is saying using your own words.
3) Explain what the language suggests about Caliban’s character.



Act 3, Scene 2 (B)
CALIBAN
Be not afeard; the isle is full of noises,
Sounds and sweet airs, that give delight and hurt not.
Sometimes a thousand twangling instruments
Will hum about mine ears, and sometime voices
That, if I then had waked after long sleep,
Will make me sleep again: and then, in dreaming,
The clouds methought would open and show riches
Ready to drop upon me that, when I waked,
I cried to dream again.



Act 3, Scene 2 (B)
CALIBAN
Be not afeard; the isle is full of noises,
Sounds and sweet airs, that give delight and hurt not.
Sometimes a thousand twangling instruments
Will hum about mine ears, and sometime voices
That, if I then had waked after long sleep,
Will make me sleep again: and then, in dreaming,
The clouds methought would open and show riches
Ready to drop upon me that, when I waked,
I cried to dream again.

1) Copy out three pieces of imagery from the 
extract.

2) Paraphrase the language using your own 
words.

3) Explain how the language differs from the 
previous extract.



Extended Writing Task

Structuring your answer:

In extract A, Shakespeare uses imagery to … whereas in 
extract B he uses imagery to…

For example in extract A Shakespeare …

This presents Caliban as ….

Whereas in extract B, Shakespeare suggests…

This presents Caliban as...

Mr Harris’ Structure:
1) In extract A, Shakespeare uses imagery to 

present Caliban as murderous, whereas in 
extract B the imagery suggests Caliban is 
peaceful.

2) In extract A, Shakespeare uses imagery to 
present Caliban as desperate, whereas in 
extract B the language suggests Caliban is in 
control.

3) In extract B, Caliban is presented as earthly. In 
extract A, Caliban is presented as demonic.

What effect does Shakespeare’s imagery have on 
our understanding of Caliban?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_wdgjWqSjzs

